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torian who shall take up the task of tracing the
gradual intrusion of animistic and transcendental
views, and beliefs in the supernatural, into the purely
human and psychological ethics of the earlier sys-
tem. But it is already possible to show the lines
along which the later speculation went, and to trace
the causes of the recrudescence of the errors which
Gotama's reform was intended to kill.

You will recollect that there is included in the
Buddhist canon a collection of the Indian folk-lore
of that time, in which Gotama the Buddha himself
in a previous birth has been identified with the hero
of each particular story. The greatness and good-
ness and insight of the Buddha were in the eyes of
his followers much too perfect to have been wrought
out or developed in a single lifetime. Through ages
upon ages he had gradually exercised himself in the
Pdrdmitds (or sublime conditions), necessary to the
attainment of Buddhahood. These are Generosity
and Kindness and Renunciation and Wisdom and
Resolution and Patience and Love of Truth and
Energy and Good-will and Equanimity. At the end
of each existence the Karma, that is, the doing or
action accumulated in the previous birth, was handed
on to a new individual who (though from the Chris-
tian point of view different from the others as hav-
ing no continuing memory and no consciousness of